
Annual Council – 21 May 2025  

1 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the annual meeting of Council held on 21 May 2025 when there were 
present:- 

Mayor:  Cllr L McCarthy Calvert 
Deputy Mayor:  Cllr B Campagna 
 
Cllr S Ainsley Cllr K Knott 
Cllr N Benson Cllr R Lillis 
Cllr D Blackwell Cllr D Macpherson 
Cllr K Bowker Cllr P May 
Cllr L Breading Cllr S Mountford 
Cllr S Brooke Cllr N Pachy 
Cllr T Copsey Cllr B Palmer 
Cllr M Cortes Cllr J Payne 
Cllr L Dixon Cllr C Sach 
Cllr A Edwards Cllr R Savage 
Cllr W Gibson Cllr D Silk 
Cllr A Harbinson Cllr D Thomas 
Cllr G Howlett Cllr G Watson 
Cllr J Huntman Cllr B Wimbledon 
Cllr D Jones Cllr G Withers 
Cllr J Knott  

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M Dearson, M Fuller, T Gibson, N 
Harvey and L Larman. 

OFFICERS PRESENT 

A Hutchings  - Chief Executive 
I Butt - Director, Place & Communities 
A Law - Assistant Director, Legal & Democratic Services (Monitoring Officer) 
L Wosko - Assistant Director, Finance & Procurement (S151 Officer) 
S Garner - Assistant Director, Development Services 
D Ghela - Assistant Director, Housing, Health & Partnerships 
S Jarvis - Assistant Director, Environment 
D McLoughlin - Assistant Director, Estates 
J Parker-East - Assistant Director, Environmental Health, Licensing & Community 
A Parrott - Assistant Director, Climate & Growth 
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R Parry - Assistant Director, People & Engagement 
S Worthington - Democratic Services Manager (Deputy Monitoring Officer) 
H Boyd - Civic & Democratic Services Officer 
L Piatto-Hill - Civic & Democratic Services Officer 
A Mead - Electoral & Democratic Services Apprentice 
 
157 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
The Mayor welcomed all Members to the meeting. 

She reflected on a busy and enjoyable period, highlighting several memorable 
events including the CAVS event where there had been a fantastic turnout at the 
Knightswick Centre on Canvey. It was also a pleasure to attend the Carers 
Choice Mothering Tea and celebrate Doris Hunt’s 100th birthday. 

One of the standout moments was the grand reopening of the Paddocks on 
Canvey and the Mayor’s Business Awards and Charity Ball proved to a be a 
memorable evening, marked by generous support for the Indee Rose Trust and 
the many businesses that contribute so much to the success of the Borough. 

The Mayor also attended a very enthusiastic Mencap charity morning and 
commemorated VE day with several events, including a civic service at the 
Paddocks.  

A particularly special moment was spent with the Canvey Community Choir, in a 
heartfelt tribute to the late Chairman, George Whatley. 

The Mayor noted that she had taken part in many engagements and it had been 
a great honour. She expressed sincere gratitude to all who had invited her to 
their events.  

158 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were none. 

159 ELECTION OF MAYOR FOR 2025/26 

Cllr D Blackwell moved a Motion, seconded by Cllr W Gibson, that Cllr B 
Campagna be elected Mayor for 2025/26 and this was approved on a show of 
hands. Cllr B Campagna signed the declaration of acceptance of office. 

Cllr B Campagna expressed his gratitude to Members for the honour and to Rev 
M Walford for agreeing to serve as his Chaplain. Cllr Campagna shared his 
enthusiasm for engaging with community organisations and businesses across 
the Borough, noting that he would announce his chosen charities in due course.  

Cllr L McCarthy-Calvert, the outgoing Mayor, reflected warmly on her two years 
in office. She described the experience as humbling and a privilege, highlighting 
events such as the Mayor’s Charity Ball and Awards Evening as key moments 
that celebrated the Borough’s community spirit. She expressed her heartfelt 
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thanks to civic staff, fellow Councillors, residents and her family, including Oscar, 
Erin, Max and Sam, for their unwavering support. She also extended 
appreciation to her Chaplain, Rev T Menegatti, and all those who had contributed 
to her fundraising efforts and civic engagements throughout her term of office.  

She offered congratulations and best wishes to Cllr Campagna for a successful 
and fulfilling year ahead as Mayor. 

The Deputy Leader paid tribute to Cllr McCarthy-Calvert’s outstanding service, 
praising her as a tireless and effective ambassador for Castle Point. He 
highlighted her role in establishing the Youth Council, her fundraising success 
and her status as the Borough’s first independent female Mayor. He also thanked 
her family and wished Cllr Campagna well for the year ahead. 

The Leader echoed these sentiments, describing the role of Mayor as the highest 
honour a councillor can receive. He commended Cllr McCarthy-Calvert’s 
dedication, visibility and personal touch, saying she stood among the best 
Mayors he had seen during his 30 years of service.  

Resolved 

That Cllr B Campagna be elected Mayor of Castle Point for 2025/26 

160 ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR 2025/26 

Cllr W Gibson moved a Motion, seconded by Cllr D Blackwell, that Cllr K Knott 
be elected Deputy Mayor for 2025/26 and this was approved on a show of 
hands. Cllr K Knott signed the declaration of acceptance of office.  

Cllr K Knott thanked Members for their support and for entrusting her with the 
role of Deputy Mayor. She congratulated Cllr B Campagna on his appointment as 
Mayor and said she was honoured to serve alongside him during the coming 
year. Cllr K Knott stated she was looking forward to engaging with the local 
community. She thanked her family and friends for their encouragement and 
support. 

Resolved 

That Cllr K Knott be elected Deputy Mayor of Castle Point for 2025/26 

161 NOTICES OF GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

Council had received details of the notices of group membership that had been 
received by the Proper Officer and these were noted. 

162 APPOINTMENT OF THE CABINET AND COMMITTEES 2025/2026 

Council considered the report of the Assistant Director, Legal & Democratic 
Services on the discharge of business during 2025/26. Addendums to the report 
had been published setting out the Leader’s appointments to the Cabinet, 
nominations for members and substitute members of committees and 
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nominations for the Chairs of committees and Vice-Chair of Development 
Management Committee. 

Cllr D Blackwell moved a Motion, seconded by Cllr W Gibson, that the 
recommendations set out in the report be agreed and this was approved on a 
show of hands.  

Resolved 

(1) That appointees to the Cabinet (including Deputy Leader and associated 
portfolios), as set out in addendum 1, be noted. 

(2) That Committees be constituted as set out in appendix 1 to the report. 

(3) That Members and Substitute Members be appointed to serve on 
Committees for the 2025/26, as set out in addendum 2. 

(4) That the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Committees be appointed for  
2025/26, as set out in addendum 3. 

163 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 2025/2026 

Council considered the report of the Assistant Director, Legal & Democratic 
Services on appointments to outside bodies and external partnerships for 
2025/26. An addendum to the report had been published setting out the 
nominations to the various organisations. 

Cllr D Blackwell moved a Motion, seconded by Cllr W Gibson, that the 
recommendations set out in the report be agreed and this was approved on a 
show of hands. 

Resolved 

(1) That the appointment of Councillors to outside bodies for the 2025/26 
Municipal Year be on the basis set out at Appendix 1 and in the addendum to 
the report. 

(2) That the attendance of the Leader of the Council (or their nominee) and 
Portfolio Holders as the Council’s representatives at a number of external 
partnerships, as set out at Appendix 1 and in the addendum to the report, be 
noted. 

164 APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT PERSONS 

Council considered the report of the Assistant Director, Legal & Democratic 
Services on the appointment of Independent Persons to the Audit and 
Governance Committee, the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the 
Standards Committee. These appointments, which were publicly advertised and 
promoted, play a vital role in promoting good governance and ensuring that 
robust and transparent processes are followed across the Council’s decision 
making and oversight functions. 
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Cllr D Blackwell moved a Motion, seconded by Cllr W Gibson, that the 
recommendations set out in the report be agreed and this was approved on a 
show of hands. 

Resolved 

 (1) To designate Matt Boucher and Phil Cooke as Independent Persons 
  for the Standards Committee. 

 (2) To designate Jenny Beaumont and Dale Phillipson as Independent 
Persons for the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

(3) To designate Paula Mills as Independent Person for the Audit and 
Governance Committee. 

165 SCHEME OF DELEGATION 

The Scheme of delegation was agreed, as set out in Chapter 4 of the 
Constitution. 

166 COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Resolved 

That meetings of Council be scheduled on 25 June 2025, 23 July 2025, 8 
October 2025, 3 December 2025, 11 February 2026 and 25 March 2026. 

167 CASTLE POINT YOUTH COUNCIL 

Presentations were made to the newly elected Castle Point Youth Mayor, 
Treasurer, Secretary, Media Officer and Projects Officer. The Deputy Mayor 
would receive their presentation at the next Youth Council meeting. 

 
The meeting closed at 7.53 pm. 
 
 

 Chair ................................................ 
 

 Date ........................................................ 

 
 
If you would like these minutes in large print, Braille or another 
language please contact 0207 520 1431 or email 
translations@languageline.co.uk. 

mailto:translations@languageline.co.uk
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NOTICES OF GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP OF GROUPS 

The Proper Officer has been advised of the division of Members of the Council into 
political groups and the appointment of the Leaders and Deputy Leaders (where 
appointed) as follows:- 
 

Canvey Island Independent Party 

Cllr D Blackwell 
Cllr L C Breading 
Cllr S Brooke 
Cllr B Campagna 
Cllr M J Fuller 
Cllr N Harvey 
Cllr J D Huntman 
Cllr P May 
Cllr B Palmer 
Cllr J Payne 
Cllr C Sach 
Cllr D Thomas 
Cllr G Watson 
Cllr G Withers 

Leader:   Cllr D Blackwell 
Deputy Leader:  Cllr B Campagna 

People’s Independent Party 

Cllr S A Ainsley 
Cllr A Harbinson 
Cllr N L Benson 
Cllr K D Bowker 
Cllr T Copsey 
Cllr M Cortes 
Cllr M Dearson 
Cllr L Dixon 
Cllr A D Edwards 
Cllr T Gibson 
Cllr W Gibson 
Cllr G Howlett 
Cllr D M Jones 
Cllr J C Knott 
Cllr K Knott 
Cllr L P Larman 
Cllr R Lillis 
Cllr D Macpherson 
Cllr L McCarthy-Calvert 
Cllr S Mountford 
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Cllr N Pachy 
Cllr R Savage 
Cllr D Silk 
Cllr B Wimbledon 

Leader:  Cllr W Gibson 
Deputy Leader: Cllr S Mountford 
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CABINET APPOINTMENTS – 2025/26 
 

 
PORTFOLIOS 

 
APPOINTMENT 

Leader Cllr D Blackwell 

 
Deputy Leader/Devolution and LGR 

 
Cllr W Gibson 

 
Economic Growth & Climate Action 

 
Cllr B Palmer 

 
Environment 

 
Cllr M Fuller 

 
Health, Wellbeing & Housing 

 
Cllr R Lillis 

 
People & Community 

 
Cllr R Savage 

 
Resources 

 
Cllr S Mountford 

 
Special Projects & Assets 

 
Cllr T Gibson 

 
Strategic Planning 

 
Cllr T Copsey 
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APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES – 2025/26 
 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

Audit & Governance (9 seats) 
 
 

Chair: Cllr N Harvey 
 
Cllr N Benson   
Cllr L Breading 
Cllr M Dearson 
Cllr A Edwards 
Cllr A Harbinson 
Cllr J Huntman 
Cllr L Larman 
Cllr B Wimbledon 
 
Substitutes (4) 
 
Cllr W Gibson 
Cllr D Silk 
 
Cllr S Brooke 
Cllr G Withers 
 

Development Management (10 seats) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair: Cllr K Bowker  
Vice-Chair: Cllr J Huntman 
 
Cllr M Cortes 
Cllr M Fuller 
Cllr G Howlett   
Cllr D Jones 
Cllr R Lillis  
Cllr C Sach 
Cllr R Savage  
Cllr G Watson 
 
Substitutes (4) 
 
Cllr S Ainsley 
Cllr D Macpherson 
 
Cllr P May 
Cllr G Withers 
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COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

Licensing (11 seats) 
 
 

Chair: Cllr J Knott 
 
Cllr S Brooke 
Cllr M Dearson 
Cllr L Dixon 
Cllr T Gibson  
Cllr J Huntman 
Cllr D Jones  
Cllr D Macpherson 
Cllr B Palmer  
Cllr R Savage  
Cllr G Watson 
 

Overview & Scrutiny (15 seats) 
 
 
 

Chair: Cllr G Watson 
 
Cllr S Ainsley 
Cllr N Benson 
Cllr K Bowker  
Cllr L Breading  
Cllr S Brooke 
Cllr M Cortes  
Cllr A Edwards 
Cllr N Harvey  
Cllr D Jones  
Cllr K Knott  
Cllr L Larman 
Cllr C Sach 
Cllr D Thomas 
Cllr B Wimbledon 
 

Staff Appointments & Review Panel  
(7 seats) 
 
 

Chair: Cllr D Blackwell 
 
Cllr B Campagna 
Cllr M Fuller 
Cllr T Gibson   
Cllr W Gibson  
Cllr K Knott  
Cllr S Mountford  
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COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

Standards (9 seats) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair: Cllr A Edwards 
 
Cllr T Copsey  
Cllr M Fuller 
Cllr N Harvey 
Cllr J Knott 
Cllr R Lillis 
Cllr N Pachy 
Cllr D Silk   
Cllr G Watson 
 

Climate Policy & Scrutiny Sub-Committee 
(7 seats) 
 

Chair: Cllr A Edwards 
 
Cllr S Ainsley 
Cllr B Campagna 
Cllr T Copsey 
Cllr P May 
Cllr J Payne 
Cllr D Silk 
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 OUTSIDE BODY APPOINTMENTS 2025/26  

Outside Body 
No. of  

Appointees 
Appointments for 2025/26 

Castle Point Association of Voluntary Services 2 Cllr L Breading 
Cllr S Brooke 

Civil Military Partnership Board (Veterans UK) 1 Vacancy 

Relate South Essex 1 Cllr L McCarthy-Calvert 

London Southend Airport Consultative Committee 1 
 

1 Substitute 

Cllr J Huntman 
 
Substitute: Cllr S Ainsley 

Wyvern Community Transport 1 Cllr T Copsey 

Neighbourhood Plans Board 1 Cllr D Blackwell 

Local Highways Panel 4 Cllr L Dixon 

Cllr D Jones 

Cllr N Harvey 

Cllr J Knott 
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Forum 
No. of  

Appointees 
Appointments for 2024/25 

Castle Point Plan Board 

(Note: 1 vacant seat) 

9 (pro rata) 

 

 

Cllr D Blackwell 

Cllr T Copsey 

Cllr M Fuller 

Cllr W Gibson 

Cllr R Lillis 

Cllr S Mountford 

Cllr B Palmer 

Cllr R Savage 

 

PORTFOLIO HOLDER APPOINTMENTS TO EXTERNAL PARTNERSHIPS 
 
External Partnership Appointment 

Castle Point & Rochford Community Safety Partnership Cllr R Savage 

Castle Point & Rochford Health & Wellbeing Board Cllr R Lillis 

Essex Countywide Traveller Unit Cllr R Savage 

Essex Police, Fire & Crime Panel Cllr R Savage 

Essex Procurement Partnership Cllr S Mountford 

Essex Waste Partnership Board Cllr M Fuller 
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External Partnership Appointment 

East of England Local Government Association Cllr D Blackwell 

Integrated Care Partnership Cllr L McCarthy-Calvert 

Substitute: Cllr R Lillis 

South Essex Councils Cllr D Blackwell 

South Essex Children’s Partnership Board Cllr M Fuller 

South Essex Parking Partnership Cllr M Fuller 

 

ARCH EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Member Appointment Officer Appointment 

Cllr R Lillis Mr Ian Butt 

 

 
 


