Drivers’ Panel — 20 October 2025

Castle Point

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Drivers’ Panel held on 20 October 2025 at 11.00 am
when there were present:-

Chair: ClIr R Savage

Clir M Dearson Clir D Jones

Clir L Dixon (Reserve)

OFFICERS PRESENT

S Greener - Licensing Manager

A Ozono - Solicitor

L Piatto-Hill - Civic & Democratic Services Officer
82 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR

83

84

85

Clir M Dearson moved a motion, seconded by ClIr D Jones, that ClIr R Savage
be appointed as Chair and this was agreed.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none.

PROCEDURE FOR THE HEARING
The procedure for the hearing was noted.

SUITABILITY OF AN EXISTING LICENSED PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER: FIT AND
PROPER PERSON CRITERIA

The Drivers’ Panel considered the exempt report of the Assistant Director,
Environmental Health, Licensing and Community relating to an application for the
grant of a Private Hire Driver's Licence using the ‘fit and proper person’ criteria,
relevant legislation and policy.
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During the hearing, in response to questions from Members, the applicant
acknowledged that they had failed, erroneously, to disclose details on their
submitted application form of any relevant driving history, including a prior
disqualification and motoring convictions. They further confirmed that one of the
convictions related to driving without valid insurance.

During the hearing the Panel heard from a representative supporting the
applicant who provided details of the applicant having attempted to improve their
driving proficiency and literacy skills.

In response to questions, the Licensing Manager confirmed that the only
available information regarding endorsements was that provided by the DVLA.
He further emphasised that the reverse side of the application form clearly states
that all criminal offences, including motoring-related offences, must be declared.
This requirement is repeated at multiple points throughout the application form.

The Panel adjourned to consider all the evidence that had been provided in
advance of the hearing and during the hearing, including representations made
by the applicant and their representative.

Whilst the Panel noted that the disqualification period had concluded, the Panel
nevertheless did not consider that a sufficient period had passed to demonstrate
a sustained record of safe and compliant driving.

The Panel was also mindful of the fact that the applicant had also failed to
disclose key information relating to disqualification and motoring convictions.
This lack of transparency was considered a significant concern, as honesty and
integrity are essential qualities for licensed drivers.

The Panel was not satisfied that the individual had demonstrated the level of
conduct, judgment, and road safety awareness expected of a licensed driver.
Based on the information presented, the Panel concluded that the individual
does not currently meet the criteria of a 'fit and proper person’, as outlined in
section 51 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. The
application was therefore refused in the interests of public safety and in line with
Council policy.

Resolved

To refuse the application for a Private Hire Driver's Licence.
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The meeting closed at 12.36 pm.

If you would like these minutes in large print, Braille or another
language please contact 0207 520 1431 or email
translations@languageline.co.uk .
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